ABOUT THE “ALIBOTUSH” NATURAL RESERVE


Slavyanka or Kitka Mountain is a border mountain, which is located in Southwestern Bulgaria. It is a part of the Rilo-Rhodope massif. The valleys of Gotzedelchevska River and the Burovitsa River outline its northern foot and its northern slopes descend into the Sandanska valley. The Slavyanka Mountain is 36 km long, about 12 km wide and its average altitude is about 1100 m above sea level. In Bulgaria it covers an area of about 96 sq.m. The main crest of the mountain is directed from west to east. It is lined by the peaks of Ovcharovets, Gotse Delchev, Maluk Tsarev and St. Constantine. Some of the longer rivers, which spring from the mountain, are the rivers of Petrovska, Belyanov dol and Hambaritsa.
A great variety of plant and animal species inhabit the mountain.
The “Alibotush” Reserve is established on the territory of the northern slopes of the Slavyanka Mountain for protection of the most solid black ore deposit as well as for protection of the great variety of rare plant and animal species. The reserve covers the boundaries of the municipality of Hadjidimovo, which is situated 30 km on asphalt road from the town of Gotse Delchev to the village of Paril in a south-western direction and 2 more hours of walking away in a southern direction.
The frontier location and the statute of the greater part of the Slavyanka Mountain restrict the agricultural activities in it. Only marble is extracted in the region of the village of Petrovo.
